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1,200  NEW   CHAPELS! 


THE 


The  announcement  of  the  Church  Building 
Committee  this  month  reports  that  there  are 
1,200  chapels  under  construction  throughout 
the  world.  The  vast  increase  of  construction 
has  been  the  result  of  a  labour  missionary  force 
that  got  its  start  in  New  Zealand  only  a  few 
years  ago.  Today  under  the  direction  of  Wendell 
B.  Mendenhall  the  building  programme  of  the 
church  has  surg-.'d  ahead  until  today  it  is 
probably  unequalled  by  any  other  Church. 
Construction  of  dozens  of  chapels  throughout 
Europe  is  now  under  way  and  the  programme 
is  having  great  success. 


CHURCH 


NEWS 


AROUND 


THE 


WORLD 


NEW   OFFICE  BUILDING 

The  Church  is  starting  construction  of  a  38 
storey  office  building  in  downtown  Salt  Lake 
and  it  is  expected  to  be  finished  in  the  next 
two  years.  The  oifice  building  will  include  space 
for  the  missionaries  to  sleep  and  live,  have 
lectures,  etc.  daring  their  weeks  stay  before 
leaving  for  the  missionfields  or  the  world.  Tne 
building  is  of  an  mtra-modern  design  and  will 
be  very  attractive  and  enhance  the  downtown 
portion  of  Salt  Lake  City. 


HAWAIIAN   TEMPLE   ADDITION 

A  heavy  tourist  traffic  and  increased  Temple 
activities  has  necessitated  the  addition  of  a 
Bureau  of  Information  for  the  Temple  and  to 
expand  the  Temple  itself  by  constructing  two 
new  wings.  At  the  present  time  during  the 
summer  months  between  2,000  and  2.500  persons 
daily  visit  tne  Temple  grounds  to  look  at  it 
and  inquire  about  the  Church.  The  entire  addi- 
tion will  be  built  by  labour  missionaries.  The 
Temple  itself  is  set  in  a  tropical  setting  of 
native  shrubs  and  palm  trees,  with  a  long  mall 
extending  from  the  front  of  the  Temple  toward 
the  sea.  The  mall  is  made  up  of  pools  and 
fountains,  and  is  a  beauty  spot  of  the  Islands. 


A  CHAPEL  SITE  A  WEEK  IN  BRITAIN 

President  B.  P.  Brockbank  reports  that  the 
North  British  Mission  is  buying  a  chapel  site 
almost  every  week.  "Every  day  is  a  big  new 
important  day  in  the  North  British  Mission; 
tomorrow  will  be  full  of  wonderful  opportunities 
and  successes."  These  are  the  words  of  President 
Brockbank  and  shows  that  the  work  of  the  Lord 
is  going  forth  in  England  as  it  has  never  done 
for  the  last  100  years.  Truly  this  is  the  "New 
Era"  of  the  Gospel  on  the  earth! 
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NEW  ERA 


TOUR 


"This  is  just  what  I  have  been 
waiting  for!"  "This  is  the  greatest 
thing  I  have  seen  for  presenting 
the  Gospel."  "Why  didn't  this 
come  out  two  years  ago  when  I 
started  my  mission?"  ".  .  .  really 
works!"  "I  challenged  this  couple 
on  the  second  lesson  to  be  baptised 
and  they  accepted!"  "These  lessons 
are  thrilling  to  me,  they  are  so 
easy  to  present,  and  the  people 
understand  why  we  have  come." 

This  is  just  a  sample  of  many 
letters  received  in  the  Mission 
Office  about  the  "New  Era"  lessons 
and  handbook.  There  are  as  many 
more  such  testimonials  as  there 
are  missionaries  in  the  field,  but 
these  serve  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
reception  of  missionaries  for  the 
new  lessons. 

On  arrival  in  the  mission  field, 
President  O.  Layton  Alldredge  in- 
formed the  Mission  Office  staff 
that  he  had  brought  a  new  mis- 
sionary handbook  with  him  —  one 
that  had  been  tested  and  tried  in 
the  missions  of  the  Church.  This 
was  the  compilation  of  the  experi- 
ences of  thousands  of  missionaries 
in  the  field.  Written  in  the  "New 
Era"  style  and  positive  in  ap- 
proach, it  was  the  answer  to  a 
missionary's  dream  of  the  ideal 
way  to  present  the  Gospel  to  the 
people  of  the  earth. 

The  seven  lessons  contained  in 
the  handbook  will  be  memorized 
by  the  missionary  to  enable  him 
to  be  the  master  of  the  situation 
in  the  Cottage  Meetings.  With  the 
memorization  of  the  lessons  will 
come    the    confidence  and  power 


necessary  to  present  the  Gospel  in 
a  "positive  way."  New  missionaries 
entering  the  field  will  become 
effective  and  powerful  in  a  short 
time.  In  less  than  three  months 
they  can  be  just  as  excellent  in 
teaching  and  their  knowledge  of 
the  Gospel  as  the  older  mission- 
aries. 

Gone  are  the  complex  and  in- 
volved "advanced"  lessons  used  in 
the  past  to  further  explain  the  dif- 
ferent facets  of  the  Gospel.  Mis- 
sionaries will  use  only  the  seven 
"basic"  lessons  and  no  others.  If 
necessary  the  seven  lessons  will  be 
repeated  to  the  contact,  but  in  no 
case  will  any  advanced  lessons  be 
given.  The  contact  is  given  the 
seven  lessons,  baptised  and  then 
turned  over  to  the  branch.  Now  it 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  branch 
Sunday  School  to  teach  these  new 
converts.  This  then  frees  the  mis- 
sionary to  meet  with  others  who 
are  waiting  to  hear  the  message  of 
the  restoration  of  all  things. 

Never  again  will  the  missionary 
ever  attempt  to  prove  the  Gospel 
by  the  use  of  dozens  of  scriptures. 
The  scriptures  the  missionaries 
will  use  are  less  than  200  in  num- 
ber and  these  are  only  to  give  the 
missionary  confidence  and  back- 
ground knowledge  of  the  message 
he  teaches.  In  the  lessons  them- 
selves there  are  never  more  than 
two-four  scriptures  used,  and  these 
are  to  explain,  not  prove  the  teach- 
ings. The  proof  comes  to  the  con- 
tact by  study,  prayer  and  attend- 
ance at  Church.  When  these  three 
things  are  complied  with  the  Holy 
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Ghost  can  come  and  influence  the 
investigator  and  he  will  gain  a 
testimony  of  the  truth.  There  is  no 
better  way  to  learn  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  than  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  and  these  new  lessons  will 
teach  the  truth  by  the  Spirit. 

In  order  to  keep  the  cost  of  the 
handbook  down  to  minimum  it 
was  decided  to  mimeograph  the 
pages  on  high  quality  paper.  The 
covers  were  purchased  at  cost  and 
the  assembling  was  done  by  hand. 

Armed  with  these  handbooks, 
the  Mission  President,  O.  Layton 
Alldredge,  and  the  Mission  2nd 
Counsellor,  Elder  Doyle  T.  West, 
began  a  complete  tour  of  the 
Union  and  Rhodesias.  Beginning 
at  the  Cape  District,  headquarters 
then  of  the  South  African  Mission, 
a  series  of  local  conferences  was 
held  with  the  missionaries  to  in- 
troduce the  new  lessons  and 
methods  of  proselyting.  As  the 
lessons  and  instructions  were  given 
the  missionaries  they  caught  the 
spirit  of  the  "New  Era"  and  went 
forth  with  new  enthusiasm  for  the 
work,  and  had  immediate  success. 
From  the  scenic  Cape  the  tour  pro- 
ceeded up  the  coast  to  Port  Eliza- 
beth, East  London,  then  Durban. 


In  each  of  these  cities  the  mission- 
aries listened  to  the  counsel  and 
advice  given  them  by  President 
Alldredge,  and  expressed  the  desire 
to  start  the  new  lessons  in  their 
respective  areas  at  once. 

The  next  stop  was  Johannesburg, 
the  Union's  largest  city,  and  also 
the  largest  concentration  of  mis- 
sionaries in  the  whole  Mission.  The 
missionaries  from  Pretoria  (one  of 
the  Union's  capitals),  the  East 
Rand  District,  the  West  Rand  Dis- 
trict (Johannesburg)  gathered  to- 
gether for  the  conference  at 
Ramah,  the  largest  church-owned 
building  in  Africa,  and  had  a  won- 
derful meeting.  There  were  36  mis- 
sionaries in  attendance  at  the 
meetings;  this  figure  was  aug- 
mented by  the  arrival  of  four  new 
missionaries  from  the  U.S.A.  and 
Canada,  making  a  grand  total  at 
the  close  of  the  conference  of  40. 
Here,  as  in  the  other  large  confer- 
ences, the  missionaries  contributed 
to  the  meetings  by  speaking  on 
the  various  subjects  given  them, 
such  as  "The  Golden  Hours," 
"One  More  Door,"  "The  Attitude  of 
Success"  and  "The  Word  of  Wis- 
dom." These  were  all  pertinent  to 
missionary   work.  The  noon  meal 


Reading  left  to  right:  Elder  Packard,  Elder  Barker,  Elder  Payne, 

Elder  Wallin,  Elder  Wilson,  President  Alldredge,  Elder  Howlett, 

President  West,  Elder  Tate,  Elder  Sessions,  Elder  Varga,  Elder 

Hales,  Elder  Waltman,  Elder  Holtom. 
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was  provided  for  by  the  Relief 
Society  Sisters  of  Johannesburg. 

While  in  Johannesburg  final 
arrangements  were  made  for  the 
purchase  of  a  new  mission  home. 
The  new  home  is  in  the  finest  sub- 
urbs of  Johannesburg  and  is  a  fit- 
ting place  for  the  headquarters  of 
the  entire  mission.  Transfer  to  the 
new  home  will  be  made  about  the 
1st  November  this  year. 

From  this  conference  to  the  next 
one  was  a  long  hop  of  over  800 
long,  weary  miles.  As  you  near  the 


Belgian  Congo  (a  short  distance  in 
Africa  is  quite  a  trip  in  most  other 
countries).  There  isn't  a  large 
number  of  missionaries  labouring 
in  the  two  Rhodesias  and  the  cities 
are  very  few  in  number.  In  the 
whole  of  Southern  Rhodesia  there 
are  only  six  missionaries  and  in 
Northern  Rhodesia  four.  Since  the 
area  is  so  scattered  and  the  mis- 
sionaries are  so  small  in  number, 
I  decided  to  have  all  the  Rho 
desian  missionaries  meet  in  Salis- 
bury, since  that  was  something  of 


central  portion  of  Africa  the  long 
stretches  of  bush  country  become 
very  monotonous  and  dreary.  Then 
suddenly,  out  of  the  low  bushes 
that  cover  the  earth,  wild  game 
would  spring  up  and  race  along 
the  road  or  off  across  country. 
Baboons,  impala  and  other  animals 
were  sighted  on  the  trip.  Salis- 
bury, the  next  stop  for  a  confer- 
ence, was  a  welcome  sight  to  tour- 
ing brethren. 

The  city  of  Salisbury  is  the 
largest  in  Southern  Rhodesia  and 
is  only  a  short  distance  from  the 


a  focal  point.  The  10  Elders  who 
labour  in  Rhodesia  are  mostly 
isolated  from  the  rest  of  the  Elders 
and  for  months  at  a  time  they 
never  see  any  other  missionaries, 
and  usually  there  are  only  a  few 
members  in  the  branches  where 
they  work.  Because  of  the  decision 
to  meet  in  Salisbury  a  great  deal 
of  travelling  was  required.  As  the 
missionaries  gathered  together 
from  the  far-flung  places,  such  as 
Kit  we.  Northern  Rhodesia  (ap- 
proximately 2,000  miles  from  the 
Mission  Office),  plans  were  laid  for 
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another  successful  conference.  This 
conference  was  making  history,  for 
the  14  missionaries  assembled  in 
Salisbury  (two  Travelling  Elders 
accompanied  President  Alldredge) 
were  the  largest  number  of  mis- 
sionaries ever  assembled  in  the 
Rhodesian  area  in  the  whole  his- 
tory of  the  mission.  It  was  also  the 
first  such  convention  ever  held  in 
the  Rhodesias. 

Once  more  the  missionaries 
jumped  at  the  chance  to  have  the 
new  lesson  put  into  immediate  use 
so  that  the  Gospel  could  go  forth 
with  more  effectiveness.  The  com- 
ments of  the  missionaries  recorded 
above  were  repeated  time  and  time 
again,  and  it  was  soon  seen  that 
the  handbook  and  "New  Era"  les- 
sons were  going  to  be  put  to  good 
use.  A  social  given  by  the  Salis- 
bury Branch  that  evening  con- 
cluded the  wonderful  conference, 
and  the  Elders  left  with  a  spirit  of 
excitement   in  their  hearts. 

One  final  stop  was  made  before 
the  tour  in  Rhodesia  was  com- 
pleted as  the  touring  party  stopped 
at  Victoria  Falls  to  see  one  of  the 


seven  wonders  of  the  world.  The 
sight  of  millions  of  gallons  of 
water  pouring  over  the  edge  of  the 
falls  was  awe-inspiring  and  hum- 
bling to  see.  The  power  of  Nature 
still  puts  man's  puny  efforts  to 
shame. 

A  final  conference  was  held  in 
Bloemfontein,  Orange  Free  State. 
Bloemfontein  is  the  judicial  seat 
of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  and 
is  very  important  from  a  govern- 
ment standpoint.  The  Elders 
gathered  together  for  the  confer- 
ence held  here  from  the  Welkom 
District  and  the  Kimberley  Dis- 
trict, along  with  the  Elders  labour- 
ing in  Bloemfontein  itself.  The 
conference  meeting  was  held  in  the 
lovely  Bloemfontein  Chapel  that 
was  completed  only  a  year  ago. 

As  was  the  case  with  the  other 
meetings  held  on  the  tour,  the 
Spirit  of  God  was  felt  in  great 
abundance  and  the  missionaries 
were  uplifted  and  given  new  en- 
thusiasm for  their  work.  A  special 
feature  of  all  the  conference  meet- 
ings was  the  Testimony  Meetings 
held  at  the  end  of  each  conference 
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session.  Each  missionary  stood  on  All  of  the  missionaries  felt  confi- 

his  feet  and   bore   witness  to   the  dent  that  the  goal  of  400  baptisms 

truthfulness  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  would  be  reached    and    surpassed 

Christ.  Each  expressed  an  appreci-  now  that  the  new  lessons  were  in 

ation  for  the  chance  to  assemble  effect.  With  the  help  of  the  Lord, 

and  partake  of  the  spirit  that  was  South  Africa   is    going   to   be   the 

so  evident.  They  all  expressed  their  most    fruitful    area    in    the    world 

thanks  to  their  Father  in  Heaven  for  convert    baptisms.    Truly   the 

for  the  new  lessons  and  the  new  Lord  has  poured  out  His  blessing 

era   that    was    about    to  start   in  on   the   people    and    the    work   is 

South  Africa.  They  all  rededicated  going  forth  in  great  strides! 
themselves   to   gaining   more    con- 
verts and  reaching  the  goal  of  one  President  Doyle  T.  West, 
convert  per  missionary  per  month.  Mission  Presidency. 

MY  TESTIMONY 

It  is  indeed  a  privilege  for  me  to  tell  you  some  of  the  reasons  for 
my  loining  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  One  of  the 
first  things  that  impressed  me  was  the  kindness  and  sincere  love  that 
everyone  has  for  you.  I  felt  a  wonderful  feeling  of  joy  when  I  attended 
my  first  service  in  the  Mowbray  Chapel  and  I  have  never  stopped 
feeling  it  yet. 

One  of  the  most  wonderful  things  about  the  Church  is  the 
"Mormon'"  outlook  on  life.  It  is  clean,  interesting  and  full  of  activity 
for  everyone  no  matter  what  the  age.  Another  experience  which  cannot 
be  described  is  baptism.  It  can  only  be  appreciated  by  the  party  who  is 
baptised;  the  finality  of  the  laying  on  of  hands  gives  you  the  assurance 
that  you  know  you  will  be  able  to  enter  the  Kingdom  of  God  at  some 
future  time  if  you  live  worthy  of  it. 

I  learned  through  prayer  that  Joseph  Smith  was  a  true  prophet 
of  God  and  the  work  which  he  did  was  divine,  I  know  as  well  that 
there  is  a  true  God,  who  cares  for  us  and  watches  over  us.  These  are 
but  a  few  of  the  reasons  why  I  pray  each  night  thanking  my  Father  in 
Heaven  for  guiding  me  to  these  wonderful  people  and  the  true  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  Marilyn  Napier. 

LET'S  LIVE  THE  GOSPEL  (Cont.  from  page  306) 

Well,  what  am  I  trying  to  say?  In  a  nutshell  it's  this:  Your  non- 
member  neighbours  are  the  innkeepers,  you  are  the  Samaritan — either 
good  or  bad.  Are  the  innkeepers  favourably  impressed  with  your  actions? 
Do  you  have  something  in  your  life  that  is  lacking  in  others?  You  should 
have — because  you  have  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ!  If  you  are  living  the 
Gospel  the  way  our  Father  in  Heaven  wishes  us  to,  you  are  favourably 
impressing  others.  If  you  aren't  living  as  you  should  be  you  are  a  detriment 
to  the  progression  of  the  church!  "Choose  ye  this  day" — that  you  will 
serve  the  Lord ! 

Let  me  assume,  then,  that  you  are  living  the  Gospel  "with  all  your 
heart,  might,  mind,  and  strength,"  and  that  others  are  impressed  by  your 
actions  and  your  outlook  on  life.  What  now? 

Simply  this;  ask  the  person  if  he  will  give  the  missionaries  a  hearing 
when  they  call.  If  he  agrees  to  do  this  fill  in  a  referral  blank  and  send  it  to 
the  missionaries.  These  referrals  are  wonderful — but  they  will  work  a 
whole  lot  better  if  you  will  commit  the  person  to  agree  to  listen  to  the 
missionaries  when  they  call. 

Come  on,  now.  Give  someone  a  chance  to  learn  the  Gospel  because 
of  you.  Be  a  leader!  Be  a  missionary.  Bring  someone  into  the  Gospel. 
Remember,  'you  don't  have  to  leave  home  to  be  a  missionary."  Just  help 
the  missionaries.  Become  an  active  part  of  the  mission  programme.  Send 
in  a  referral!   Get  into  the  swing  of  things.  Join  the  New  Era — today! 
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LET'S 
LIVE 
THE 
GOSPEL 

Elder  Hull 

\  RE  you  a  "good  Samaritan?"  Have  you  helped  someone  in  need?  If 
^*-  not,  then  "wake  up  and  do  something  more ! "  We  have  all  heard 
of,  and  are  acquainted  with,  "THE  NEW  ERA",  but  are  you  part  of 
the  New  Era?  Are  you  doing  your  part  to  help  others  become  interested 
in  the  Gospel? 

Several  years  ago,  in  fact  it  was  way  back  when  .  .  .  clear  back  in 
about  1953  .  .  .  when  the  Prophet  whom  we  all  love  and  sustain  offered 
a  challenge  to  all  of  us.  It  was  a  challenge  that  is  still  before  us,  and 
one  that  very  few  people  have  met.  At  the  time  to  which  I  am  referring, 
President  David  O.  McKay  challenged  every  family  in  the  Church  to 
bring  another  family  into  the  church.  Now,  he  didn't  ask  everyone  to  go 
on  a  full-time  mission.  He  asked  us  to  bring  others  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
gospel  by  showing  ourselves  as  examples,  by  arousing  others  interest  in 
the  Gospel,  and  by  arranging  to  have  the  non-members  meet  the  mis- 
sionaries. He  asked  us  all  to  be  missionaries-messengers!  Why?  Because 
we  have  a  message  the  whole  world  needs — whether  they  realize  it  or  not. 
Are  you  proud  of  your  membership  in  the  church?  Are  you  happy 
because  you  are  a  "Mormon?"  I'm  sure  you  are!  Then  why  not  share 
this  happiness  with  others?  Why  not  let  them  know  why  you  are  happy, 
so  they  too  will  have  a  desire  to  gain  the  same  feeling  for  themselves? 
Do  you  realize  the  increased  joy  that  is  yours  by  acquainting  others  with 
the  Gospel?  Imagine  yourself  as  the  person  who  brings  another  into  the 
church.  Imagine  the  satisfaction  you  would  experience — the  happiness,  the 
singing  heart;  yes,  the  joy. 

Think  for  a  moment  of  the  parable  Christ  told  of  the  Good  Samaritan. 
You  recall  how  the  certain  man  fell  among  thieves,  was  robbed,  beaten, 
and  left  half  dead  on  the  road;  how  the  Priest  travelling  through  the  area, 
when  he  saw  the  man  lying  on  the  road — probably  unconscious,  passed 
by  on  the  other  side;  how  the  Levite  did  the  same  thing.  Now  recall,  if 
you  will,  how  the  Samaritan,  who  travelled  the  same  road  saw  the  beaten, 
bruised  body — a  Samaritan — the  most  hated  and  dispised  of  all  human 
beings  at  the  time — the  Samaritan,  you  remember,  cared  for  the  man 
enough  to  help  him,  to  bind  up  his  wounds,  then  load  him  on  his  own 
horse  or  donkey  or  whatever  it  was,  carry  him  to  the  inn,  and  then  the 
Samaritan  payed  the  innkeeper  to  look  after  the  man  until  he  could  return. 
Now,  can  you  imagine  the  joy  that  the  good  Samaritan  probably  ex- 
perienced after  offering  his  whole  heart  and  soul  in  service  to  a  stranger? 
Now,  think  of  this  for  just  a  moment!  Can  you  imagine  the  thoughts 
that  must  have  run  through  the  innkeeper?  I'll  bet  he  could  hardly  believe 
his  own  eyes — a  Samaritan  actually  caring  for  a  person  from  a  different 
society  than  his  own !  Remarkable !  How  impressed  was  the  innkeeper 
with  the  actions  of  the  Samaritan?  Probably,  very.  The  innkeeper  saw  the 
joy  that  the  Samaritan  experienced  after  helping  someone,  and  he  probably 
resolved  to  become  a  more  profitable  servant  to  his  fellowmen. 

(Continued  on  page  305) 
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WHY  ALL  YOUNG 
PEOPLE  SHOULD 
GO  ON  A  MISSION 


What  a  wonderful  honour  and 
privilege  for  a  member  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter 
Day  Saints  to  be  called  on  a  mis- 
sion. This  is  the  dream  of  every 
average  Latter  Day  Saint,  but 
there  are  those  among  us  who  do 
not  have  this  idea,  who  feel  that 
one  or  two  years  of  their  lives  will 
be  wasted  if  they  should  decide  to 
accept  this  call  to  go  forward  to 
teach  the  word  of  the  Lord. 


My  brothers  and  sisters,  have 
any  of  us  ever  stopped  to  think  of 
why  we  should  go  on  a  mission  if 
we  are  given  the  opportunity?  Let 
us  ponder  over  this  question  for  a 
few  moments.  What  is  it  that  we 
value  most  in  life?  Is  it  our  home, 
family,  earthly  possessions,  or  our 
membership  in  the  Church?  I  feel 
sure  that  our  membership  in  the 
Church  is  more  important  to  us 


than  anything  else  in  this  world. 

We  are  indeed  fortunate  in  being 
members  of  God's  Kingdom  here 
upon  the  earth,  and  sometimes  we 
are  so  content  with  our  own  lives 
and  the  fact  that  we  have  found 
the  truth,  we  are  apt  to  forget  the 
grave  responsibility  that  lies  upon 
the  shoulders  of  us,  the  youth  of 
the  Church.  That  is  to  take  this 
wonderful  Gospel  to  the  people  of 
the  world.  Is  there  anything 
greater  that  we  can  offer  to  them 
other  than  membership  in  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter 
Day  Saints,  the  only  true  Church 
upon  the  earth  today,  and  by  so 
doing  give  tc  our  fellowman  the 
privilege  that  is  ours  of  earning 
an  exaltation  in  the  Kingdom  of 
God?  I  can  think  of  nothing 
greater  that  can  be  offered  to  any 
person  on  this  earth  today  if  they 
will  just  accept  what  we  have  to 
bring. 

It  is  the  duty  of  each  and  every 
one  of  us  to  see  that  the  work  of 
the  Lord  is  carried  out,  for  we  are 
commanded  by  Him  to  see  that  the 
Gospel  is  taught  to  all  "nations, 
kindreds,  tongues  and  peoples." 
This  is  a  big  order — a  great  respon- 
sibility, but  it  is  ours,  for  no  other 
people  on  earth  have  the  priest- 
hood of  God  which  is  His  authority 
to  do  the  work.  In  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants  we  read:  "And  ye 
shall  go  forth  in  the  power  of  my 
spirit,  preaching  my  Gospel,  two 
by  two,  in  my  name  lifting  your 
voices  as  with  the  sound  of  a 
trump,  declaring  my  word  like 
unto  angels  of  God." 

Is  it  possible  to  teach  the  truths 
that  are  to  be  found  in  the  Gospel 
if  we  do  not  know  the  truth  our- 
selves? I  am  sure  you  will  agree 
with  me  when  I  say  that  it  is  absol- 
utely impossible,  and  therefore  it 
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YE  ARE  CALLED 

TO  SERVE 


WE  are  at  present  experiencing 
a  New  Era  in  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter  Day  Saints, 
just  as  much  here  in  South  Africa  as 
in  all  other  countries  of  the  world — 
a  New  Era  of  redoubled  missionary 
labour  and  success,  and  a  rapid 
growth  in  Church  membership. 

It  is  of  vital  interest  to  the  Church 
and  ourselves  that  we,  the  Branch 
or  ward  members  incorporate  this 
great  spirit  of  enthusiasm  which 
glows  in  the  hearts  and  on  the  faces 
of  all  our  missionaries,  in  our  own 
lives. 

We  have  been  commanded  to  go 
out  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  the 
four  corners  of  the  earth.  What 
better  way  could  there  be  to  start 
but  for  us  to  heed  this  command- 
ment and  to  answer  to  the  call  when 
it  is  given — the  call  to  go  on  a 
home  mission — to  serve  our  Father 
in  Heaven  through  labouring  in  this 
beautiful  country  of  ours  amongst 
our  fellow  countrymen — to  bring 
to  them  added  truth  and  joy — to 
proclaim  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
and  to  bring  peace  and  unity  and 
harmony  to  our  compatriots.  I 
would  like  to  lay  particular  stress  on 
the  serving  of  a  part-time  mission 
in  one's  own  district.  Who  is  eligible, 
who  is  worthy,  what  does  it  entail? 
Any  member  of  this  church  can 
make  him  or  herself  eligible  to  be 


called  as  a  part-time  missionary, 
should  he  or  she  so  desire,  from  the 
age  of  about  eighteen  onwards.  In 
order  to  do  this  we  should  strive  to 
develop  a  sense  of  responsibility,  a 
love  of  teaching,  a  love  for  those 
to  be  taught,  a  high  regard  and 
respect  for  those  with  whom  we 
should  come  in  contact,  a  keen 
desire  to  be  active  in  church  work 
at  all  times,  never  shirking  our 
duties.  We  should  keep  ourselves 
unspotted  from  the  world  and  con- 
tinually strive  to  develop  and 
treasure  the  testimony  we  have  of 
the  divinity  of  this  work  and  at  all 
times  aim  at  greater  spirituality. 

A  part-time  missionary  is  called 
and  set  apart  as  is  a  full-time 
missionary.  The  mission  standards 
per  week  for  part-time  missionaries 
are: 

Hours  proselyting  6 

Cottage  meetings  4 

Hours  in  study  class  2 

Hours  in   individual  study       3 
Scriptures  memorized  3 

Scriptures  reviewed  daily  10 
How  do  we  prepare  ourselves,  By 
always  being  prayerful;  by  attending 
our  weekly  Church  meetings 
especially  Sunday  School  and  learn- 
ing about  the  Gospel  continually; 
by  studying  the  four  standard  works 
and  other  church  literature  to  our 
utmost  capacity.  From  the  day  that 
we  enter  the  waters  of  baptism  we 
can  prepare  ourselves  to  be  worthy 
to  do  missionary  work  by  showing 
dependability  and  a  steadfast 
progression  in  the  Gospel  through 
study  and  activity. 

I  pray  that  we  might  come  to  a 
full  realization  of  the  importance  of 
preaching  this  gospel  to  our  fellow- 
men.  We  are  very  privileged  to  be 
living  in  this  dispensaion  of  the  ful- 
ness of  times,  to  be  able  to  share  in 
the  building  up  of  God's  kingdom 
here  on  earth.  This  is  our  work — to 
prepare  for  the  second  coming  of 
Christ. 
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*  "True  Christianity  is  love  in 
action.  There  is  no  better  way  to 
manifest  love  for  God  than  to  show 
an  unselfish  love  for  one's  fellow- 
men.  That  is  the  spirit  of  missionary 
work." 

"Now  behold,  a  marvellous  work 
is  about  to  come  forth  among  the 
children  of  men.  Therefore,  O  ye 
that  embark  in  the  service  of  God, 
see  that  ye  serve  Him  with  all  your 
heart,    might,    mind,    and    strength. 


that  ye  may  stand  blameless  before 
God  at  the  last  day.  Therefore,  if 
ye  have  desires  to  serve  God  ye  are 
called  to  the  work."  (D.  and  C. 
4:1-3). 

Let  us   feel   this  missionary  spirit 
— let  us  answer  to  the  call! 

By  Milja  van  der  I  inden 
Mowbray  Branch 

*     President     David     O.     MacKay. 
Imp.    Era,    May,    I960. 


WHY  ALL  YOUNG  PEOPLE  (Cont.  from  page  307) 


is  necessary  for  us  to  learn  and  to 
study  in  order  that  we  may  be  able 
to  present  to  the  people  a  complete 
and  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel.  By  so  doing  we  can  be 
assured  that  in  no  way  have  we 
failed  our  Father  in  Heaven. 

Apart  from  just  taking  the 
Gospel  to  the  people  we  are  taking 
with  us  our  most  priceless  gem — 
our  Testimonies.  We  can  testify  to 
the  world  that  we  do  indeed  know 
that  our  Church  is  the  one  and 
only  true  Church  standing  on  the 
face  of  the  earth  today.  That  Jesus 
Christ  and  God  are  two  distinct 
and  Personal  Beings  and  that 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  we  are  privi- 
leged to  have  the  Gospel  in  its 
fullness,  never  to  be  taken  away. 
By  going  on  a  mission  our  testi- 
monies are  strengthened  and  be- 
come ten  times  more  powerful 
than  they  were  before.  We  gain  a 
better  understanding  of  our 
Heavenly  Father  and  more  know- 
ledge of  the  Gospel. 


Let  us  remember  the  warning 
that  is  given  to  us  by  our  Father 
in  Heaven  when  He  says:  "There- 
fore, O  ye  that  embark  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Lord,  see  that  ye  serve 
him  with  all  your  heart,  might, 
mind  and  strength,  that  ye  may 
stand  blameless  before  God  at  the 
last  day."  Yes,  it  is  a  full-time  job 
— one  that  has  many  disappoint- 
ments and  a  long,  hard  road  to 
follow.  But  think  of  the  joy  that 
is  ours  when  we  realise  that  we  are 
just  one  cornerstone,  helping  to 
build  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  in 
our  own  small  way  are  contribut- 
ing our  efforts  to  bring  to  pass  the 
Commandment  of  the  Lord,  when 
He  said  that  all  people,  no  matter 
who,  no  matter  where,  must  hear 
His  glorious  Gospel. 

Youth  of  the  Church,  this  is  our 
responsibility.  Let  us  go  forth  in 
this  new  era  and  do  the  work  of 
the  Lord. 

VALERIE  NIXSON. 
Mowbray  Branch. 


Behold  he  who  has  repented  of  his  sins,  the  same  is  forgiven,  and  I. 
the  Lord,  remember  them  no  more.  By  this  ye  may  know  if  a  man  repen- 
teth  of  his  sins — behold,  he  will  confess  and  forsake  them. 

Doctrine  and  Covenants  58:42-43 

Wherefore,  be  not  weary  in  well-doing,  for  ye  are  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  a  great  work.  And  out  of  small  things  proceedeth  that  which  is 
great. 

Doctrine  and  Covenants  64:33 
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SOMETHING  TO 


HAVE  you  ever  noticed  that 
whenever  you  accomplish 
something  that  takes  a  lot  of  effort 
and  hard  work  or  perhaps  discover 
something  beautiful  and  precious, 
the  first  thing  you  want  to  do  is 
share  your  new  joy  with  others.  If 
you  are  unable  to  do  so  your  joy 
is  lessened,  and  you  feel  thwarted. 
For  instance  I  have  often  marvelled 
at  the  beauty  of  this  lovely  land,  and 
I  have  often  thought  how  wonder- 
ful it  would  be  if  I  could  have  my 
family  here  for  just  one  day  to 
share  this  beauty  with  me. 

It's  a  natural  thing  to  want  to 
share  the  things  we  love  most  with 
the  people  we  love  most,  and  we  as 
members  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
have  a  possession  that  is  prized 
above  all  others — more  precious 
than  fame,  power,  or  the  accumu- 
lated wealth  of  the  world.  We  have 
a  deep  abiding  testimony  within 
our  souls  that  God  lives,  that  Jesus 
is  the  Christ,  that  there  is  life  after 
death  and  that  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  has  been  restored  to  the 
earth.  What  more  precious  posses- 
sion could  any  man  have. 

Since  this  "Pearl  of  Great  Price" 
that  we  have  is  a  priceless  thing,  the 
first  thing  we  should  want  to  do  is 
share  it  with  others.  As  we  do  this, 
not  only  does  our  joy  in  it  increase, 
but  our  testimony  of  it  grows.  Our 


SHARE 


Heavenly  Father  has  said  "This  is 
my  work  and  my  glory  to  bring  to 
pass  the  Immortality  and  eternal  life 
of  man."  (P.  of  G.P.  3:39)  We,  each 
of  us,  can  actually  become  partners 
with  God  in  helping  to  bring  about 
the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of 
man  and  thus  become  partakers  of 
His  Glory  —  thus  becoming 
"Saviours  on  Mt.  Zion".  This  we 
can  do  by  sharing  the  gospel  with 
others. 

Now  all  of  us  are  not  called  on 
missions.  Nevertheless,  we  still  have 
countless  opportunities  to  share  the 
gospel  message  with  others,  and  we 
know  that  the  Lord  expects  us  to 
do  just  that.  Listen  to  His  instruc- 
tions :  "But,  verily  I  say  unto  all 
those  to  whom  the  Kingdom  has 
been  given.  From  you  it  must  be 
preached  unto  them,  that  they  shall 
repent  of  their  former  evil  works 
(D.  &  C.  84:76)  He  did  not  say 
only  those  who  are  called  on  mis- 
sions and  set  apart  are  qualified  for 
the  work.  He  said  "all  those  to 
whom  the  Kingdom  has  been  given" 
are  obligated  to  share  these  precious 
truths  with  others. 

How  can  you,  as  lay  members  of 
the  Church,  do  your  part  in  spread- 
ing the  Gospel  Message? 

There  are  many  ways  the  Gospel 
Message  can  be  carried  to  others, 
but  I  am  convinced  that  one  of  the 
best  ways  is  for  each  individual 
member  of  the  Church  to  live  the 
Gospel  himself.  Jesus  Christ  said: 
"Let  your  light  so  shine  before 
others  that  they  may  see  your  good 
works  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
is  in  Heaven."  (Matt.  5:16.)  The 
world  today  is  hungry  for  righteous- 
ness. A  man  today  who  is  not 
afraid  to  follow  Christ's  ideals  for 
living      will      not      go      unnoticed. 
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Whether  we  realise  it  or  not,  what 
we  are  shows  on  our  faces  and  in 
our  every  action.  When  it  is  recog- 
nised for  good,  others  will  want  to 
know  about  it  and  partake  of  it.  It 
has  been  said  that  if  every  member 
of  this  Church  lived  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  to  perfection,  we  would  have 
no  need  for  missionaries:  I  am  sure 
this  is  true.  It  would  be  a  wonder- 
ful thing  if  we  could  be  so  united, 
but  unfortunately,  I  am  afraid  we 
fall  short  of  this  goal.  This  means 
that  we  must  individually  take  the 
Gospel  Message  to  others. 

In  order  to  be  prepared  for 
missionary  work,  we  must  know  the 
gospel.  The  Lord  has  commanded 
"Teach  ye  diligently  and  my  grace 
shall  attend  you  that  you  may  be 
instructed  more  perfectly  in  theory, 
in  principle,  in  doctrine,  in  the  law 
of  the  Gospel  .  .  .'  (D.  &  C. 
88:77-78). 

An  investigator  once  told  an 
elder,  "If  you  can  provide  evidence 
that  the  Bible  refers  to  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  I  will  believe  that  the 
book  was  of  a  divine  origin."  The 
uninformed  missionary  told  the 
investigator  that  no  such  evidence 
existed  and  that  the  Book  of 
Mormon  must  be  accepted  on  faith 
alone.  What  an  unfortunate 
experience.  If  the  missionary  had 
been  properly  prepared,  he  would 
have  been  able  to  point  out  nume- 
rous scriptures  referring  to  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  and  the  man  would 
probably  have  been  converted  to  the 
truth. 

We  cannot  teach  others  gospel 
principles  we,  ourselves,  do  not 
know.  We  should  arm  ourselves  so 
well  that  the  conflicting  interpreta- 
tions men  place  on  the  scriptures 
are  not  misleading  or  confusing  to 
us  and  we  are  able  to  explain  them 
to  others.  The  Lord  has  said 
missionaries  are  sent  forth  to  teach, 
not  to  be  taught.  When  we  have 
sufficient  understanding  of  the 
Gospel  principles,  we  will  be  able 
to  teach  our  message  to  others  with 
courage  and  conviction. 

After   we    have    armed    ourselves 


with  the  necessary  tools  to  preach 
the  Gospel,  we  are  next  confronted 
with  the  matter  of  finding  someone 
to  present  our  message  to.  You,  as 
lay  members  of  the  Church,  have 
many  advantages  here.  You  needn't 
approach  people  who  are  total 
strangers,  but  you  can  go  to  your 
immediate  friends  and  associates — 
the  people  you  know  and  under- 
stand. Because  you  have  a  certain 
insight  into  their  personalities,  you 
can  approach  them  in  a  way  that 
will  appeal  to  them.  To  illustrate, 
we  as  missionaries  sometimes  have 
difficulty  in  getting  people  to  attend 
church  for  the  first  time,  but  I  am 
sure  there  is  not  a  member  in  the 
South  African  Mission  who  could 
not  bring  one  of  their  friends  out 
to  church.  This  is  a  wonderful  way 
to  get  them  interested.  Once  they 
come  out  they  will  usually  want  to 
know  more  about  the  church,  and 
this  affords  you  an  excellent  oppor- 
tunity to  tell  them.  The  Carleton- 
ville  Branch  is  a  perfect  example  of 
what  can  be  done.  Because  certain 
members  of  the  church  there  realised 
the  worth  of  the  gospel  in  their 
lives,  they  wanted,  naturally,  to 
share  this  joy  with  others.  As  a 
result  of  their  efforts,  whole  family 
groups — mothers  fathers,  sisters, 
brothers,  their  husbands  and  wives 
and  their  children — all  came  into 
the  Church,  and  a  branch  was  orga- 
nized in  90  days. 

President  David  O.  Mckay  has 
challenged  each  member  of  this 
Church  to  bring  at  least  one  convert 
into  the  Church  every  year.  Imagine 
the  rapid  growth  of  the  Church  if 
we  could  do  this.  In  addition  to 
that  imagine  the  joy  you  would 
receive  personally  from  so  doing. 
No  greater  joy  can  come  to  any 
man. 

Let's  be  united  in  our  efforts  and 
answer  the  challenge  of  President 
McKay.  It  can  be  done.  Remember 
the  words  of  President  Henry  D. 
Moyle  of  the  First  Presidency  of  the 
Church:  "There  is  nothing  we  can- 
not achive  if  we  have  the  desire, 
faith,  and  are  willing  to  work." 

SISTER  GWEN  MEECHAM 
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Beatrice  E.  Smith 

Are  you  an  "in-as-mucher?" 
Remember  the  words  of  the 
Saviour  when  He  said:  ...  "I  was 
a  stranger  and  ye  took  Me  in. 
Those  who  heard  Him  asked: 
"Lord,  when  did  we  see  Thee  a 
Stranger  and  take  Thee  in."  Then 
came  His  reply:  "Inasmuch  as  ye 
have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least 
of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have 
done  it  unto  Me." 

At  this  time,  when  the  Church 
is  reaping  a  full  harvest  of  new 
members  and  friends  who  are  in- 
vestigating the  Gospel,  this  injunc- 
tion of  the  Saviour's  is  particular- 
ly applicable  to  everyone  of  us. 
There  is  scarcely  a  meeting  at 
which  we  do  not  see  some  new 
faces.  Now  is  the  time  for  us  to 
welcome  these  "our  brethren"  and 
make  them  feel  that  they  are 
really   our  brothers   and  sisters. 

Most  of  us  —  in  the  first  days 
after  our  baptism  —  have  felt  that 
we  were  out  on  a  limb.  Every- 
body around  seemed  to  know 
everybody  else  —  only  you  or  I 
were  a  stranger.  Everybody  seemed 
to  have  so  much  to  do  and  to  be 
in  a  hurry  to  get  it  done.  It  isn't 
always  easy  for  a  newcomer  to 
adjust  to  our  ways.  Therefore  it 
is  up  to  us  to  go  a  long  way  to 
greet  and  to  take  care  of  the 
stranger  that  is  in  our  midst. 

May  I  relate  a  tiny  incident? 
My  first  evening  at  "Cumorah"  I 
had  arranged  to  meet  "my  Elders" 
at  the  Chapel.  They  were  delayed, 
and  I  arrived  first.  Nervously,  I 
opened  the  door  and  looked  in. 
The  Chapel  was  full  and  I  was 
about  to  retreat,  when  a  sweet 
old  Scottish  voice  said:  "Come 
away  in,  and  sit  down."  It  was  like 
having  a  friend  in  the  place.  I 
have  never  ceased  to  be  grateful 
to  dear  old  Brother  Wilson  for 
that  gesture.  It  was  months  after- 
wards that  I  was  able  to  recipro- 
cate and  invite  an  investigator 
to  come  along  and  sit  with  me. 


She  has  been  one  of  our  faithful 
members  for  a  long  time  now. 

How  often  we  run  away  to 
another  meeting,  after  having 
been  introduced  to  a  new  member. 
We  don't  realise  that  we  have  left 
him  alone.  Everyone  there  is  a 
friend  of  ours  and  so  we  think 
that  the  new  member  must  be 
everyone's  friend,  too.  If  we  do 
have  to  run  off,  do  let  us  first 
take  th^  new  friend  over  to 
another  person  in  his  own  age- 
group  and  leave  him  with  those 
who  will  have  something  in 
common  to  discuss  with  him. 

Very  often,  too,  a  new  member 
will  have  some  question  on 
Gospel  matters.  If  we  have  not 
the  answer,  let  us  go  with  him 
to  those  who  are  more  knowledge- 
able than  we.  Then  together,  let 
us  talk  over  the  question  and  find 
a  solution.  In  this  way,  we  are 
gaining  friendship  and  wisdom 
at   the   same    time. 

Some  of  us  are  more  shy  than 
others  but  we  can  try  to  give  a 
welcoming  smile.  Believe  me,  that 
goes  a  very  long  way.  If  we  live 
in  the  same  neighbourhood,  per- 
haps we  could  meet  (accidentally 
on  purpose)  and  go  together  to 
some    of    the    meetings. 

Life  in  the  Church  is  good. 
Especially  is  it  good  when  we  have 
a  job  to  do  for  the  Lord.  Remem- 
ber, the  new  member  may  be  with 
us  for  some  time  before  he  is 
given  a  job.  In  the  interim,  invite 
him  to  help  with  your  job.  It 
is  more  than  possible  that  he  may 
be  able  to  put  out  some  good 
ideas. 

Take  an  interest  in  those 
around  you.  Ask  after  his  family 
and  remember  how  many  there 
are.  You  are  interested  because 
they  are  your  brothers  and  sisters 
—  your    responsibility. 

Be  an  'in-as-mucher"  from  the 
next  meeting  onwards.  It  pays 
dividends  in  friendship  and  happi- 
ness 
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YOU  might  say,  "Why  didn't  you 
.  .  .  what?" — and  without 
hesitation  I  would  reply.  "Why 
didn't  I  join  the  Church  years 
ago?"  I  have  been  saying  this  to 
myself  regularly  for  some  time 
now,  although  I  have  no  one  but 
myself  to  blame,  and  it  was  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  downright 
cowardice.  However,  I  have  been 
more  fortunate  than  many  and, 
regardless  of  how  hard  I  tried  to 
push  it  away,  my  testimony  grew 
until  I  had  to  take  the  only  logical 
step  and  acknowledge  it  by 
baptism.  I  would  like  to  share  with 
you  the  sequence  of  events  which 
brought  me  to  my  baptism. 

There  was  no  clear  cut  beginning 
but,  throughout  my  childhood, 
whilst  I  was  reading  anything  and 
everything  I  could  get  my  hands 
on,  particularly  on  historical 
subjects,  I  acquired  an  interest  in 
Archaeology,  and  became  fascin- 
ated by  the  enigma  of  sites  in  the 
Americas  and  the  Pacific. 
Historical  sites  in  Europe  and  the 
East  have  been  dug  over  so  many 
times  that  there  is  little  left, 
comparatively  speaking,  to  find  out 
about  their  past,  but  after  reading 
yet  another  book  on  an  expedition 
to  Mexico  which  concluded — "Well, 
here  are  these  huge  ruins.  We  don't 
know  how  they  got  there,  or  who 
the  people  were  who  built  them." — 
I  would  ask  myself  if  archaeologists 
would  find  the  answers  in  my  time. 
As  it  happened,  I  didn't  have  to 
rely  on  them  at  all. 

My  love  of  history  also  developed 
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DIDN'T  I 

(G.  W.  Hucker) 

my  interest  in  religion  and, 
although  I  was  not  at  all  dis- 
satisfied with  my  own,  I  found 
much  to  interest  me  in  reading 
and  hearing  about  other  people's 
beliefs.  Needless  to  say,  it 
bothered  me  that  there  should  be 
so  many  branches  of  Christianity, 
and  I  also  wondered  if  these 
differences  would  be  resolved  in  my 
time.  On  this  question  I  didn't 
have  to  wait  for  an  answer  from 
the  theologians. 

During  a  sea  voyage  bringing  me 
back  to  South  Africa  after  many 
years  in  Britain  I  met  a  small 
party  of  Mormon  missionaries — and 
this  was  the  first  in  a  chain  of 
events  over  a  number  of  years 
which  gave  me  opportunities  to 
study  the  Gospel.  I  knew  a  little 
about  Mormonism  —  history  had 
taught  me  something  of  the 
foundation  of  the  Church  and  the 
pioneers,  and  I  picked  up  odd 
scraps  of  information  in  various 
places,  but  in  general  I  had  found 
that  very  few  people  knew  any- 
thing about  the  subject.  Now  here 
was  an  opportunity  to  get  some 
facts  at  first  hand — but  I  didn't 
take  it!  That  was  my  first  chance. 

Some  months  later,  whilst  visit- 
ing an  aunt,  I  found  that  she  had 
a  copy  of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  She 
told  me  that  some  missionaries  had 
left  it  with  her,  and  although  I 
said  that  I  would  like  to  read  it — 
I  didn't.  That  was  my  second 
chance. 

Then  came  another  sea  trip,  back 
to  Britain,  and  this  time  I  met  a 
girl  named  Thelma  Ninnow,  from 
Johannesburg.  Many  of  you  will 
remember  her.  Thelma  told  me  she 
was  a  Mormon,  and  that  she  was 
on  her  way  to  the  United  States  to 
visit  the  Temple  and  see  Salt  Lake 
City.  Well,  we  became  pals  for  the 
trip,  and  this  time  I  did  get  to  chat 
a  little  about  Mormonism;  what  I 
heard  interested  me,  but  once 
again — not  enough  to  do  anything 
about  it.  Thelma  and  I  parted  at 
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the  end  of  the  voyage,  and  once 
again  I  pushed  Mormonism  to  the 
back  of  my  mind — until  next  time. 
Next  time  came  sooner  than  I 
thought. 

For  the  next  four  years  I  worked 
in  Plymouth,  Devon,  and  often 
used  to  see  missionaries  holding 
street  meetings.  Sometimes  I 
stopped  and  listened — most  times 
I  didn't,  but  it  was  quite  clear  to 
me  that  there  was  something 
different  about  these  young  men. 
They  spoke  their  message  calmly 
and  with  confidence,  unlike  most 
evangelists  who  call  down  hellfire 
and  damnation  upon  everyone  at 
the  tops  of  their  voices,  and  again 
I  began  to  wonder.  At  one  stage  I 
lived  around  the  corner  from  the 
Plymouth  L.D.S.  chapel  and  often 
thought  I  would  like  to  attend 
some  services.  Once  again,  I  didn't 
want  to  enough  to  actually  do 
anything  about  it. 

Looking  back  over  these  oppor- 
tunities I  had  to  learn  about  the 
Gospel,  I  marvel  at  the  way  they 
kept  recurring.  For  most  people 
the  opportunity  comes  and  if  not 
grasped,  is  lost  for  ever — but  for 
me  it  seemed  to  come  again  and 
again  and  I  kept  on  turning  it 
away. 

Then,  once  again,  I  was  going  to 
make  a  sea  voyage,  back  to  South 
Africa — and  once  again  there  was 
a  party  of  Mormon  missionaries  on 
board.  The  party  was  a  large  one, 
ten  in  all,  so  it  was  difficult  to 
avoid  them,  and  this  time  I  was 
determined  to  take  some  positive 
action.  When  they  introduced 
themselves  to  me  and  told  me  who 
they  were  my  immediate  reaction 
was  .  .  .  "Well,  I'm  very  glad  to 
meet  you.  Now  I'm  a  Roman 
Catholic,  I've  been  brought  up  in 
the  Church,  have  been  very  happy 
in  the  Church,  but  that's  not  the 
reason  why  I'm  a  Catholic  today. 
The  reason  is  that  although  I've 
studied  other  churches,  I  haven't 
found  anything  better,  and  I'm  a 
Catholic  because  I  want  to  be.  But 
I've  been  running  into  Mormonism 
for  some  years  now,  and  if  you've 
got  time  to  talk  to  me,  I'd  like  to 
hear  more  about  it."  Well,  that's 
what  I  said,  and  if  I  was  as 
accustomed     to     our    missionaries 
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then  as  I  am  today  I  would  have 
known  better,  because  I  certainly 
got  to  "hear  mere  about  it",  and 
more,  and  more  and  more! 

They  were  delighted  to  have 
someone  to  try  their  lessons  out  on, 
and  I  was  bombarded  with 
information  from  10  different 
directions.  Eventually  we  worked 
out  that  I  could  only  cope  with 
about  four  at  a  time,  and  from 
then  on  was  made  to  sit  in  on  some 
study  classes  which  they  held  on 
deck,  not  having  a  cabin  big  enough 
to  accommodate  all  of  them  in 
comfort.  These  classes  were  really 
an  eye-opener  to  me.  In  all  my 
years  of  attending  church  schools, 
and  visiting  different  denomina- 
tional services,  I  had  never  known 
anything  like  this  practical 
approach  to  Christianity.  I  had 
never  known  anything  like  the 
spirit  these  young  men  had,  which 
made  them  voluntarily  leave  their 
homes  to  spend  two  years  evange- 
lising— a  really  thankless  job — for 
no  other  reason  than  their  know- 
ledge of  the  truth  of  the  restored 
gospel.  I  think  I  knew  then  that 
their  message  was  true,  but  I  had 
great  difficulty  in  accepting  the 
restoration  through  Joseph  Smith, 
although  I  did  not  deny  the 
necessity  for  a  prophet  in  our  time. 
Before  arriving  in  Cape  Town  one 
of  the  missionaries  gave  me  a  Book 
of  Mormon  and  I  determined  to 
read  it,  and  pray  as  instructed  by 
James  and  Moroni. 

Soon  after  this  we  came  to  the 
end  of  our  journey  and  I  said  good- 
bye to  my  new  friends,  not  really 
expecting  to  see  them  again,  but 
we  did  keep  in  touch  and  my 
instruction  continued,  rather  dis- 
jointedly,  by  post.  Unfortunately 
for  me,  I  was  living  way  out  in  the 
bush  and  although  I  had  been 
invited  to  attend  service  at 
Cumorah,  could  never  make  it.  So 
I  just  went  on  reading  my  Book  of 
Mormon,  and  any  other  books  I 
could  get  hold  of  on  the  subject, 
writing  my  queries  to  my  mission- 
ary friends  who  were  spread  all 
over  the  Union,  and  trying  to  hold 
my  own  with  my  family,  who  were 
rather  concerned  about  my  interest 
in  Mormonism.  Most  of  you  who 
are  converts  will  understand  this. 
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and  I  need  say  no  more  about  it. 
However,  during  the  1958/59 
Missionary  Convention  I  was  able 
to  arrange  for  the  Elders  to  visit 
my  home  and  my  family,  and  the 
active  opposition  stopped  right 
there.  I  know  that  the  missionary 
spirit  impressed  them  too,  and  I  am 
grateful  to  my  family  for  not  try- 
ing to  influence  me  after  that. 

Some  time  after  this,  I  moved 
house  a  little  nearer  to  civilisation, 
and  it  became  possible  for  me  to 
attend  service  occasionally,  and  I 
could  drop  in  to  visit  President 
Fisher  who  had  told  me  that  I  was 
welcome  to  borrow  any  of  his 
books  that  I  wanted.  Well,  one  of 
the  first  things  the  missionaries 
had  told  me  was  that  the  Book  of 
Mormon  could  answer  my  questions 
on  South  American  archaeology, 
so  I  was  borrowing  armloads  of 
books  from  the  Mission  office,  tell- 
ing myself  and  my  family  that  I 
was  studying  history  and,  sure 
enough,  all  the  puzzles  began  to  sort 
themselves  out.  Elder  West  probably 
remembers  those  "armloads  of 
books"  with  a  sinking  feeling — on 
one  occasion  I  was  taking  so  many 
away  with  me,  that  I  had  to  borrow 
him  to  help  me  carry  them  across 
to  a  friend's  house,  from  where  I 
ferried  them  home  in  smaller 
bundles.  Round  about  this  same 
time  I  found  myself  wanting  to 
discuss  Mormonism  with  my 
friends,  and  it  seems  to  me  now 
that  I  was  sounding  out  their 
reactions  to  my  joining  the  Church, 
although  I  didn't  admit  that  at  the 
time.  What  a  waste  of  time  this 
was,  because  when  I  did  make  up 
my  mind  nobody  else's  opinion,  if 
unfavourable,  was  of  any  conse- 
quence. Altogether,  I  rambled 
along  slowly  like  this  for  about  18 
months,  feeling  more  and  more 
convinced  that  the  restored  Gospel 
was  indeed  the  truth,  but  not 
having  the  courage  to  admit  it. 
Of  course,  that  couldn't  go  on  in- 
definitely, and  eventually  my  call 
came. 

In  November,  1959,  I  was  sitting 
in  my  garden  one  Sunday  after- 
noon reading  a  book  on  the  Dead 
Sea  Scrolls,  and  as  I  read,  every- 
thing seemed  to  fall  into  place  and 


November,  1960      CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


become  quite  clear  to  me.  I  said 
out  loud  .  .  .  "The  doctrines  of  the 
Church  are  true.  Therefore  the 
restoration  is  true.  Therefore 
Joseph  Smith  was  actually  a 
prophet — and  I  want  to  be  bap- 
tised!" It  must  be  clear  to  you 
that  this  was  no  hasty  decision.  I 
had  read  many  books,  had  many 
conversations  with  many  people, 
had  shied  away  from  the  truth 
many  times,  but  I  had  now  come 
to  the  stage  where  I  could  no 
longer  deny  the  truth  —  and  I 
wanted  to  be  baptised. 

Fortunately,  shortly  after  this 
my  family  moved  again,  and  it 
became  possible  for  me  to  attend 
services  regularly  and  just  as  soon 
as  I  could  I  called  on  President 
Fisher  to  ask  him  if  I  could  have 
a  proper  course  of  instruction  now 
that  I  lived  near  enough  for  some- 
body to  visit  me  at  home.  Even  at 
this  stage  I  nearly  didn't  make  it, 
because  I  called  at  the  Mission 
Home  on  several  occasion  before  I 
found  him  at  home,  and  a  couple 
of  times  I  nearly  changed  my  mind. 
So  I  started  having  lessons,  and 
was  delighted  to  find  that  one  of 
my  regular  teachers  was  Sister 
Stephanie  Ninnow,  a  cousin  to  the 
Thelma  Ninnow  whom  I  had  met 
on  a  boat  several  years  previously. 

Then  came  my  baptism.  June  5, 
1960  is  a  really  important  date  in 
my  calendar.  I  know  that  my 
baptism  is  the  most  important 
event  in  my  life  up  to  now,  and  my 
acceptance  of  the  restored  Gospel 
my  most  significant  achievement. 
I  don't  think  I  have  ever  been  an 
unhappy  person,  but  I  do  know 
that  I  have  never  been  as  happy 
as  I  am  now.  I  have  never  been 
more  contented — or  more  busy — 
and  I  don't  think  I  can  ever  ex- 
press my  gratitude  to  those  who 
have  helped  me  gain  the  Kingdom 
of  God  on  Earth,  but  I  pray  for 
them  constantly  in  thankfulness 
and  hope  that  I  may  prove  myself 
worthy  of  their  encouragement 
and  faith.  I  know  of  nothing  finer 
in  this  world  than  the  confrater- 
nity the  knowledge  of  the  truthful- 
ness of  the  Gospel  gives  to  us.  This 
is  truly  the  Kingdom,  and  I  am 
greatly  humbled  in  my  member- 
ship. 
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-  Priesthood  Page 

rpHE  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  often  spoke  of  the  missions  and  ministries 
-*-  of  those  ordained  as  Elders,  Seventies  and  High  Priests.  In  referring 
to  those  brethren  who  hold  these  offices  in  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood,  he 
said :  "All  are  to  preach  the  Gospel  by  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
Holy  Ghost;  and  no  man  can  preach  the  Gospel  without  the  Holy  Ghost." 
Then  three  years  before  his  martyrdom  he  made  this  prophecy: 

"Our  missionaries  are  going  forth  to  different  nations,  and  in 
Germany,  Palestine,  New  Holland,  Australia,  the  East  Indies,  and 
other  places;  the  Standard  of  Truth  has  been  erected;  no  un- 
hallowed hand  can  stop  the  work  from  progressing;  persecutions 
may  rage,  mobs  may  combine,  armies  may  assemble,  calumny  may 
defame,  but  the  truth  of  God  will  go  forth,  boldly,  nobly,  and 
independent,  till  it  has  penetrated  every  continent,  visited  every 
clime,  swept  every  country,  and  sounded  in  every  ear,  till  the 
purposes  of  God  shall  be  accomplished  and  the  Great  Jehovah 
shall  say;  the  work  is  done  I   (D.H.C.  IV:  540) 

The  "New  Era"  marks  the  beginning  of  the  greatest  advancement 
yet  towards  the  fulfillment  of  this  prophecy  and  the  establishment  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God  here  upon  the  earth.  Since  the  introduction  of  this  great 
proselyting  programme  in  the  Church  many  of  God's  choicest  children 
here  in  our  land  of  South  Africa  have  embraced  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 
The  field  is  white  already  to  harvest;  but  more  workers  are  needed  to 
bring  in  the  harvest. 

Part-time  missionary  work  is  available  for  those  who  are  willing  to 
thrust  in  the  sickle  with  all  their  might  and  reap  the  glorious  experiences 
and  personal  satisfaction  that  comes  to  those  engaged  in  this  work. 

Now,  how  faithfully  and  effectively  are  we  who  hold  the  Priesthood 
going  to  discharge  this  responsibility? Are  we  going  to  take  full  advantage 
of  doing  missionary  work  that  is  offered  to  us? 

It  is  expected  that  each  member  of  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood 
Quorum  in  the  South  African  mission  will  give  the  part-time  missionary 
programme  their  urgent  consideration  and  wholehearted  co-operation. 

"Remember  the  worth  of  souls  is  great  in  the  sight  of  God;  .  .  . 
Wherefore,  you  are  called  to  cry  repentance  unto  this  people.  And  if 
it  so  be  that  you  should  labour  all  your  days  in  crying  repentance 
unto  this  people,  and  bring,  save  it  be  one  soul  unto  me,  how  great 
shall  be  your  joy  with  him  in  the  Kingdom  of  my  Father.  And  now, 
if  your  joy  will  be  great  with  one  soul  that  you  have  brought  unto  me 
into  the  Kingdom  of  my  Father;  how  great  will  be  your  joy  if  you 
should  bring  many  souls  unto  me\"  (D.  &  C.  18:10,  14-16)  \ 

Should  we  delay,  or  let  this  opportunity  pass  us  by?  The  responsibility 
that  has  been  given  us  is  to  warn  our  neighbours  and  tell  them  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Go  on  a  part-time  mission,  and  share  your  testi- 
mony. Bring  joy  not  only  to  yourself  but  to  others,  that  is  The  Gospel 
Plan!  Brother  Bob  Smith,  Mowbray  Branch. 
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A   NEW  ERA   M.I.A. 


The  auxiliaries  of  the  church 
have  played  an  important  part 
in  the  building  up  of  the  king- 
dom of  God  upon  the  earth,  but 
the  mighty  programme  that  the 
M.I. A.  has  now  in  operation, 
dwarfs   its  magnificent  past. 

M.I.A.  has  truly  progressed  with 
the  times.  Lets  take  a  peep  into 
the  windows  of  yesterday   .   .  . 

As  early  as  1843,  yes,  only  13 
years  after  the  church  was 
organized,  a  group  of  young  people 
assembled  together  at  the  home 
of  Heber  C.  Kimball:  "They  called 
themselves  the  Young  Gentlemen's 
and  Young  Ladies'  Relief  Society. 
Elder  Kimball  warns  them  against 
the  various  temptations  to  which 
youth  is  exposed.  They  proceed  to 
meet  weekly  at  various  homes, 
but  the  enthusiasm  which  is 
shown  forces  them  to  meet  in  a 
hall,  so  that  they  can  accommo- 
date all.  The  following  was  printed 
in  the  "Times  and  Seasons",  "The 
Young  Gentlemen's  and  Young 
Ladies'  Relief  Society  were  told 
that  they  were  to  organize  them- 
selves into  a  Society  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  and  recommended  to 
them  that  a  poor  lame  English 
brother  (Maudesley)  who  wanted 
a  house  built  that  he  might  have 
a  home  among  the  saints.  They 
were  advised  to  form  a  committee 
to  collect  funds  towards  these 
purposes,  and  were  given  such 
advice  which  was  calculated  to 
guide  their  conduct  through  life 
and  prepare  them  for  a  glorious 
eternity." 

It    was    in    1869    that    Brigham 


si  II 


Young  organized  the  Young 
Women's  Mutual  Improvement 
Association  and  he  said:  "I  want 
you  to  organize  yourselves  so  that 
you  might  assist  the  older  mem- 
bers of  the  church."  Then  1876 
Brigham  Young  organized  the 
Young  Men's  Mutual  Improve- 
ment Association,  he  said:  "Let 
the  keynote  be  the  establishment 
in  the  youth  of  an  individual 
testimony  of  the  truth  and  mag- 
nitude of  the  great  latter-day 
work. 

Today  100  years  later  the  seed 
has  burst  into  a  beautiful  blossom- 
ing flower.  You  must  have  felt 
the  spirit  of  the  New  Era.  It  is 
here  in  our  Mutual.  Our  attend- 
ance figures  have  doubled  them- 
selves. When  the  M.I.A.  began  the 
Mutual  Study  Group,  one  sister 
said  to  me:  "At  last  there  is 
something  for  us  (the  more 
mature  members,  I  dare  not  say 
(Continued  on  page  322) 


THE   CONSTITUTION   OF  THE   TEMPLE   EXCURSION 
FUND  (Cont.  from  page  318) 


member  of  the  Priest- 
hood who  is  himself 
desirous  of  going  to 
the  Temple. 
19.  The  Secretary-Treasurer 
must  be  a  responsible 
person  as  he  or  she  will 
handle  reports  and  all 
monies  to  be  paid  into 
the  Mission  Office.  Said 
person  will  be  required 


to  give  a  strict 
accounting  of  payments 
and  reports  to  be  sent 
to  the  Mission  Genealo- 
gical Supervisors^  office 
Cumorah,  Mowbray. 
Cape   Province. 

MISSION  GENEALOGICAL 
SUPERVISOR 
EDITH  WIID 


November,  1960      CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  MESSENGER 


317 


The   Constitution  of  the 
Temple   Excursion   Fund 


10.  The  interest  on  all 
monies  deposited  with 
the  Mission  Office  shall 
be  credited  to  the 
General  Fund. 
BENEFITS 

11.  There  shall  be  no 
membership  subscrip- 
tions paid  into  the  Fund. 

12.  The  source  of  all 
monitary  benefits  shall 
be  the  General  Fund. 

13.  All  benefits  paid  to 
members  shall  be  on 
condition  of  their  enthu- 
siasm in  building  up 
the  General  Fund 
through  their  unselfish 
and  united  efforts. 

14.  The  Committee  at  a 
reasonably  appointed 
time,  shall  pay  to  any 
member  of  the  Fund 
the  sum  of  Fifty  Pounds 
(£50),  once  said  mem- 
ber has  saved  his  or  her 
required  amount  with 
the  Fund. 

15.  Objections  to  any  of 
these  rules  may  be 
brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Mission  Genealogi- 
cal Supervisor  but,  once 
accepted  may  only  be 
altered  by  the  Mission 
President  of  the  South 
African  Mission. 

16.  An  audit  of  all  contri- 
butions paid  into  both 
the  General  and  Perso- 
nal Funds  shall  be  made 
monthly  by  the  Church 
Auditor  Salt  Lake  City. 
Utah. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

17.  The  "required  amount" 
referred  to  in  Clause  14 
shall  mean  that  amount 
representing  the  mem- 
bers' share  of  the  fare 
to  and  from  London  in 
excess  of  the  £50  to  be 
granted  by  the  General 
Board. 

18.  The  Chairman  of  the 
Committee    shall    be    a 

{Continued  on  page  317) 
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THE  FUND 

Clause  1.  The  name  of  the  Fund 
shall  be  called  the 
Temple  Excursion  Fund. 

2.  The  purpose  of  the 
Fund  shall  be  to  assist 
in  sending  to  the  Lon- 
don Temple  those  mem- 
bers who  are: 

(a)  worthy  and  desir- 
ous of  visiting  the 
temple; 

(b)  those  whom  the 
committee  shall 
decide  have  not  the 
financial  means  of 
travelling  to  the 
Temple. 

3.  The  Fund  shall  consist 
of: 

(a)  A  General  Fund. 

(b)  A  Personal  Fund. 
THE  COMMITTEE 

4.  The  Committee  shall 
consist  of  a  Chairman, 
a  Secretary-Treasurer 
and  two  committee 
Members.  The  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer shall  be 
a  non-voting  member. 

5.  The     Committee     shall 
meet    at    least    once    a 
month    to    discuss    the 
affairs  of  the  fund. 
CONTROL 

6.  The  Fund  shall  be  con- 
trolled by  the  Commit- 
tee. 

7.  Membership  to  the  fund 
shall  be  extended  only 
to  those  who  express 
their  willingness  to  work 
and  make  sacrifices  in 
order  to  build  up  the 
General  Fund. 

8.  The  Fund  shall  be  built 
up  through  the  united 
efforts  of  all  the  mem« 
bers  of  the  fund. 

9.  All  monies  contributed 
to  the  General  and 
Personal  Funds  shall  be 
deposited  with  the  Mis- 
sion Office  where  a  5% 
interest  is  guaranteed  on 
all  contributions 
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BRANCH 
REPORTS 


BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 
REPORT 

by  Mona  Spears 
Our  catering  business  is  doing 
very  well.  Recently  we  catered  for 
a  wedding  of  200  guests.  We  as  a 
branch  undertake  catering  jobs  to 
pay  off  our  biulding  fund,  and  in 
the  next  couple  of  months  we 
expect  to  be  very  busy.  The  Relief 
Society  held  a  cake  sale  and  it 
worked  out  very  well.  Each 
member  of  the  Relief  Society  re- 
ceived a  pound  with  the  instruc- 
tions to  double  it  by  making  cakes 
and  selling  them.  It  is  fun  and  it 
works  so  well  perhaps  the  other 
branches  would  like  to  try  it.  The 
Relief  Society  Sisters  organized  a 
luncheon  foi  the  Mission  President 
and  missionaries  who  held  a  con- 
ference here.  Good  luck  to  all  the 
branches  from  Bloemfontein! 
DURBAN   BRANCH   REPORT 

by  Joyce  Walhburn 
Our  Chapel  was  filled  to  capa- 
city at  all  sessions  of  our  District 
Conference.  President  Alldredge 
and  his  good  wife  and  part  of  his 
family  made  their  first  official  call 
at  our  branch  at  this  time  and  it 
was  a  spiritual  feast.  At  con- 
ference time  it  is  our  great  plea- 
sure to  meet  the  scattered  Saints 
from  Pietermaritzburg,  and  Mar- 
gate. A  great  picnic  was  held  by 
the  District  Presidency  at  Brigh- 
ton Beach  on  Monday,  October  10, 
the  weather  was  bright  and  sunny 
and  everyone  enjoyed  themselves. 
Several  of  the  young  people  from 
"Cumorah"  were  here  for  their 
basket  ball  match  and  we  were 
happy  to  have  them.  We  are  sorry 
however  that  Brother  David  Bell 


had  to  take  a  broken  nose  home 
with  him! 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 
REPORT 

by  Rita  Corrigan 
Our  Branch  Conference  was  an 
inspirational  meeting  for  all  who 
attended.  The  accent  was  on 
faith  and  good  works,  with  exhor- 
tations to  the  members  to  put 
every  effort  into  the  building  of  a 
chapel  in  East  London.  Elders 
West  and  Melville  paid  us  a  sur- 
prise visit  on  their  way  home  and 
we  were  happy  to  see  them  for  so 
short  a  time.  May  they  reach  their 
homes   safely. 

Two  of  the  brethren  were 
ordained  to  the  office  of  deacons 
this  month  by  President  Alldredge. 
We  congratulate  both  of  these 
brethren  on  their  attainment  of 
the  Priesthood  of  God.  May  these 
two  brothers  grow  in  the  Gospel 
and  find  great  happiness  in 
serving  the  Lord  in  the  office  of 
Deacons. 

EAST  RAND  BRANCH  REPORT 
Ly  Jean  McGill  Reporting 
We  of  the  East  Rand  are  look- 
ing forward  to  the  day,  when  we 
will  have  our  own  Chapel.  A  lovely 
site  has  been  chosen  in  Benoni. 
We  also  want  to  welcome  to 
the  branch  the  new  members  who 
have  come  into  the  Church  this 
month.  We  are  sure  they  will  be 
a  grea*  asset  to  the  Branch. 
Springs  and  the  East  Rand 
M.IA.'s  joined  forces  and  put  on 
the  Gold  and  Green  Ball.  It  was 
held  in  Springs  and  it  was  a  lovely 
event.  We  are  grateful  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Taggart  for  the  floor 
shows;  they  did  a  lovely  job. 
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LUANSHYA    BRANCH    REPORT 

by  Hilda  Nickisson 
We  lost  a  very  faithful  member 
this  month.  We  are  sorry  to  say 
goodbye  to  Sister  Gallon  and  her 
four  children  They  are  going  to 
make  their  home  in  Johannesburg. 
We  shall  miss  Sister  Gallon  a 
great  deal  here  in  Luanshya.  Two 
of  ur  other  members  are  on  tour 
in  South  Africa  this  month  as 
well,  they  are  Brother  Nickisson 
and  Sister  Munch.  We  wish  them 
a  pleasant  stav  there. 

// 


MOWBRAY    BRANCH    REPORT 

by  Beatrice  Smith 
We  have  said  goodbye  to  Elder 
West  and  Elder  Melvi^e  this 
month  and  we  wish  them  every 
success  when  they  return  home. 
The  event  of  the  season  the  Gold 
and  Green  Ball,  was  a  most  en- 
joyable occasion.  Its  theme  was: 
"As  Time  Goes  By".  A  teacher 
training  class  has  been  started 
and  a  group  of  enthusiastic 
would-be  teachers  meet  each 
Sunday  morning  to  learn  how  to 
pass  on  their  knowledge  to  others. 
We  look  forward  to  employing 
this  group  in  the  Church  auxil- 
iaries after  graduation!  We  offer 
our  deepest  sympathy  to  Brother 
and  Sister  Swart,  whose  dear  little 
baby  ton  was  taken  from  them, 
but  may  they  be  comforted  in  the 
knowledge  that  they  will  see  this 
little  one  in  God's  own  time. 
// 


PORT   ELIZ\BETH  BRANCH 
REPORT 

by  J  Hayes 
The  young  members  of  the 
Branch  got  together  and  enjoyed 
an  afternoon  at  the  beach.  We  al1 
attended  an  early  bio  then  had 
a  braaivleis  at  Noorhoek.  From 
ther^  the  group  went  to  a  mid- 
night bio  which  everyone  enjoyed. 
We  have  a  pleasant  duty  to  con- 
gratulate Brother  Charsley  on  be- 
coming a  teacher  in  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood.  Brother  and  Sister 
Milne  had  a  silver  wedding  anni- 
versary this  month  too.  Our 
happiest  moment  this  month  was 
when  President,  and  sister  Alldredge 
arrived  to  attend  our  Branch  Con- 
ference. They  both  spoke  and  it  was 
a  lovely  day  for  us.  We  know  they 
will  enjoy  their  stay  here  in  South 


Africa. 
PRETORIA    BRANCH   REPORT 

by  Martha  Lion-Cachet 
Another  Baptismal  service  was 
held  on  September  28  and  several 
new  members  were  baptised  at 
this  time.  We  want  to  welcome 
these  lovely  people  into  the 
Church  and  wish  them  every 
happiness  in  the  Gospel.  The 
great  event  of  the  year  here  in 
Pretoria  was  the  annual  Gold  and 
Green  Ball.  It  was  held  in  Pretoria 
and  proved  to  be  as  enjoyable  as 
was  expected  by  all.  We  wish  to 
thank  the  "Raman"  M.I.A.  for 
making  it  such  a  success.  The 
supper  was  appreciated  by  those 
who  couldn't  eat  before  they  came 
to   the   dance. 


-//- 


RAMAH   BRANCH   REPORTS 

by  Mariam  Nicholls 
We  really  have  been  blessed  this 
month  because  so  many  new  mem- 
bers were  baptised  into  the 
branch.  We  wish  to  welcome  these 
folk  from  the  depths  of  our 
hearts  and  wish  them  much  joy 
in  this  wonderful  gospel.  We  are 
hanpy  to  have  them  in  our  branch 
and  ask  that  the  Lord  will  bless 
them  richly.  Our  Gold  and  Green 
Ball  was  a  lovely  affair  and 
thoroughly  enjoyed  bv  all  those 
who  attended.  The  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood pold  a  cinema  show  in  the 
hall  this  month,  and  the  proceeds 
are  to  go  into  a  fund  for  nutting 
a  missionary  in  the  field.  We  had 
a  rummage  sale  this  month  which 
brought  in  roughly  about  £30.  We 
were  thrilled  with  the  effort.  May 
the  "New  Era"  plan  bring  success 
to  the  branches  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  mission  as  it  has  here. 


SALISBURY    BRANCH    REPORT 

by  Jean  Schonnberg 
Despite  further  riot  outbreaks  it 
has  been  a  happy  month  for  we 
believe  our  Heayenlv  Father  will 
ever  safeguard  His  people.  We 
have  a  new  budding  fund  chair- 
man, and  we  know  that  he  will 
do  a  good  job.  We  are  ready  to 
realh*  nut  some  punch  into  our 
building  project,  the  very  thought 
of  our  very  own  chapel  makes  the 
future  indeed  seem  bright.  Over 
the  period  of  a  month  the  Relief 
Society  Sisters  by  the  sale  of  pro- 
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duce  and  hand  made  garments 
were  able  to  raise  the  sum  of 
£37!  The  call:  'Come  to  M.I  A." 
has  had  a  lot  of  success  judging 
by  the  really  splendid  attendance 
since.  The  Salisbury  Branch  sends 
greetings  to  all  the  other  missions 
and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  pour 
out  His  Spirit  on  them  in 
abundance. 

SPRINGS    BRANCH    REPORT 

by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 
The  two  Branch  Gold  and 
Giein  Ball  was  an  excellently 
patronized  event.  Both  East  Rand 
and  Springs  combined  their  efforts 
to  put  on  what  was  the  finest 
Gold  and  Green  Ball  ever  held  in 


this  Branch.  A  special  word  of 
thanks  should  go  to  the  Relief 
Society  Sisters  who  supplied  us 
with  a  most  delectable  supper.  The 
floor  show  was  something  very 
different  as  well.  It  was  staged 
by  Brother  and  Sister  Taggart 
who  are  comparative  new  comers 
to  this  sunny  land  of  ours.  They 
did  a  Spanish  Tango  and  it  was 
an  expert  rendition  of  the  dance. 
We  are  also  very  sorry  to  mention 
that  Brother  Koot  Johnson  is 
seriously  incapacitated  due  to  old 
age.  He  is  not  yet  confined  to  bed 
but  he  is  not  able  to  get  around 
at  all.  „Hou  moet,  Oom  Koot  en 
Good  seen  u,"  is  our  humble 
prayer  on  behalf  of  this  kindly 
old  brother. 


FROM  OUR  FILES 


BAPTISMS 

DURBAN 

SNYMAN,    Gerhardus    Lourcns 
SNYMAN,    Bertha    Minnie 
DYASON,    Aletta    Catherina 
DUFFIELD,    Christopher    C. 
DUFFIELD,    Gwendoline 
DYASON,    Harry 
SNYMAN,    Elbie    L. 
SNYMAN,    Lorraine 
SNYMAN,    Irene 
SOUTHEY.    Trevor    Jack    T. 
SMITH,     Katrina    E. 
BARROWMAN,    Donald    G. 


EAST    RAND 
MILLAR,   John    Wallace 
MILLAR,    Cornelia   J. 
FLETCHER,    Estell    Jean 
FLETCHER.    George    Alfred 
BOTHA,    Petrus    Frederick 
BEZUIDENHOUT,    Ellen    Maria 


EAST  LONDON 
DEWING.  Maurice  Melville 
DEWING,    Dawn    Violet 

PORT    ELIZABETH 
VAN    ROOYEN,   Thomas    Richard 
VAN    ROOYEN,    Kevin    Ernest 
VAN    ROOYEN,    Neville 
GRIFFITH,    Aubrey 

PRETORIA 
JANSE    VAN    RENSBURG,    Johannes    G. 
JANSE  VAN  RENSBURG,  Wilhelmina  M. 
JANSE    VAN    RENSBURG,   Johanna 
JANSE    VAN    RENSBURG,    Christian 
JACOBS,    Neeltje    Christina 
DU    PREEZ,    Catharina    J. 
DU    PREEZ,    Herculaas    Cornelis 
SANDERS.    Petrus    Jacobus 
SMITH.    Edward    Roy 
LAWRENCE,    Lionel     Charles 
LAWRENCE.    Jennifer    Winnifred 
COMRIE,    Henry    David 
COMRIE.    John    James 
COMRIE.    Alexander    Victor 
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ROBERTS 
ROBERTS. 


PRETORIUS,    Johanna    L. 
TALJAARD,    Hendrina    W. 
TALJAARD,    John 
DU    PREEZ,    Martha    Catharina 
SANDILANDS,    James 
SANDILANDS,    Johanna    Heriena 
JEE,    Ralph    WUliam 
PIERCY,    Amy    Valentine    N.    G. 
P1ERCY,    Harold    Harcourt 

RAMAH 
ROBERTS,    Louis    WUliam 

Rosa    Augustus 

Dolores    Isabel 
ROBERTS,    Rosland    Mabel    Margaret 
ROBERTS,    Rosy    Mary 
ROBERTS,    Marie    Pamela 

MOWBRAY 
IMBRAILO,    Desmond 
IMBRAILO,     Cynthia     Felicity 
IMBRAILO,   John   Desmond 
IMBRAILO,    Mario    Gregoire 
GREGORY,    Loxton    Andre 

WELKOM 
GILBURT,    Alfred    Gordon 
GILBERT,     Arlene     Grace 
VAN    ZYL,    Barend    Frederick 
DUNBAR,    Jean    Violet 
STEENMAN,    Christiaan    J. 

KRUGERSDORP 
THERON,   Elizabeth   Susanna 

OUT    OF    BRANCH 
MILLETT-CLAY,    Jane    Jemima 
MILLETT-CLAY,    Ronald    Winton 
ROBERTSON,    Gilbert 
MC    KNIGHT,    Lionel    G. 


BLESSINGS 

DURBAN 

DINGLEY,    Eric    George 

DINGLEY,    Cheryl    Anne 

EAST   RAND 
BESTER,    Paul 

MOWBRAY 
HARRISON,    Andries    L. 
HARRISON,    Suzanne 
HARRISON,    James    Adriaan 

RAMAH 
NEL,    Andre    Pierre 
NEL,    Desire6 
CARTER,    Eugene    Henning 

WELKOM 
VAN    ZYL,    Harold    Reginald 
VAN    ZYL,    Allan    Michael 
ORDINATIONS 
EAST   RAND 
EVANS,    Michael    Lewis,    Teacher 
VAN    ZYL,    Fredrick    James,    Teacher 

PIETERMARITZBURG 
BALL,   Clifford    W.,    Deacon 
DUTTON,    William    H.,    Elder 
HOMMES,    Bernard    H.    C,    Deacon 
HOLMES,    Derrick    Lancelot,    Deacon 

PORT   ELIZABETH 
CHARSLEY,    Douglas    Henry.    Teacher 

PRETORIA 
TAIM,    Olev.    Teacher 
VAN    ZYL,   Christiaan    J.    R.,    Priest 

SALISBURY 
CORBETT,    Alexander    Benjamin,    Deacon 
DEATHS 
PORT    ELIZABETH 
FOLLEY,     Alfred     Henry     Deceased     10, 
September,     1960    in    a    auto    accident. 


A   NEW   ERA  MIA   (Cont.  from  page  317) 


older)."  Yes,  the  M.I.A.  is  con- 
cerned with  those  from  the  age 
of  12  to  112.  Here  is  your  part  in 
the  New  Era.  A  class  for  the 
Marrieds  and  over  25's.  It  is  called 
the  MUTUAL  STUDY  GROUP, 
to  be  sub-divided  into  the  Mutual 
marrieds. 

This  programme  is  specially  de- 
signed for  them.  The  social  and 
Study  periods  are  geared  to  be  of 
interest  for  their  age.  Within  the 
class  there  is  a  babysitters'  and 
also  a  lift  organisation.  There  is 
also  a  class  council,  who  will  help 
so  that  everybody's  problem  can 
be  ironed  out.  Our  average  attend- 
ance for  this  group  was  4,  now  a 
month  later  it  is  15  to  20.  By  the 
end  of  the  year  it  can  be  40-50. 

HOW?  WHY?  WHO? 

If  the  new  members  will  utilize 
this  opportunity  to  develop  their 
testimonies. 

It  now  becomes  the  duty  of  the 
class  members  to  integrate  the 
new  members  with  them,  but  we 
cannot  do   this   unless   they   meet 


us  halfway.  Unless  the  new  mem- 
bers are  willing  to  attend  all  the 
functions,  to  get  the  spirit  of  the 
Gospel  in  their  lives;  by  being 
friendly,  humble  and  sincere,  we 
cannot  help  them  in  the  paving 
of  the  way  which  will  help  them 
gain  salvation. 

The  gospel  takes  every  second 
of  our  time,  ali  our  money  and  all 
our  talents.  This  is  but  a  small 
way  in  which  we  can  repay  our 
Lord  for  His  goodness.  If  we  want 
the  Lord's  blessings  we  must  work 
for  them.  We  who  are  in  the 
church  will  do  our  best  to  welcome 
in  the  new  members  and  make 
them  feel  a  part  of  the  Lord's 
great  family.  We  will  help  them 
in  whatsoever  they  ask  of  us. 

May  we  ALL  take  the  oppor- 
tunities that  are  presented  to  us 
through  the  medium  of  the 
MUTUAL  IMPROVEMENT  AS- 
SOCIATION, so  that  we  may 
progress,  until  we  become  perfect. 

BROTHER  ERNEST   OSMAN. 
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PRIMARY.. 

OUR 

CHILDREN 


THE  Primary  General  Board  has  listed  several  new  clarifications  con- 
cerning who  is  considered  a  Latter-day  Saint  child.  This  replaces 
all  previous  definitions: 

A.  If  the  child  has  been  blessed  in  the  Church,  whether  the 
parents  are  members  of  the  Church  or  not.  Occasionally  parents 
who  are  not  members  of  the  Church  will  have  a  child  blessed. 
Such  children  become  members  of  record. 

B.  If  a  child  has  been  baptised  he  is  of  course  a  member,  however 
an  unbaptised  child  over  the  age  of  eight,  is  considered  a 
Latter-day  Saint  if  he  has  been  blessed  in  the  Church.  All 
children  who  have  been  blessed  in  the  Church  are  members  of 
record  until  twenty-one  years  of  age. 

C.  If  the  child's  name  has  been  placed  on  the  membership  record 
of  a  parent  who  is  a  member  of  the  Church.  This  can  be  done 
by  the  Branch  Presidency  upon  special  request  of  the  member 
parent  and  with  full  consent  of  the  non-member  parent.  In 
the  light  of  this  new  policy,  the  Primary  Secretary's  immediate 
responsibility  is  to  review  the  status  of  each  Latter-cay  Saint 
now  on  Primary  records  to  determine  his  or  her  place  on  future 
records.  In  the  case  of  children  who  have  one  parent  who  is  a 
member,  but  who  have  never  been  personally  blessed  or  baptised, 
check  with  the  member  parent;  explain  the  new  ruling; 
encourage  the  parent  who  is  a  member  to  take  the  steps 
necessary  to  have  the  child's  name  entered  on  his  or  her 
membership  record.  Please  use  wisdom  or  tact  in  administering 
the  new  policy,  particularly  where  a  change  in  status  becomes 
necessary  for  a  child. 

Sister  Johanna  Fourie 

(Mission  Primary  Supervisor) 
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For  behold,  it  is  not  meet  that  I 
should  command  in  all  things; 

For  he  that  is  compelled  in  all 
things,  the  same  is  a  slothful 
and  not  a  wise  servant; 
wherefore  he  receiveth  no  reward. 

Verily  I  say,  men  should  be  anxiously 
engaged  in  a  good  cause,  and  do 
many  things  of  their  own  free  will, 
and  bring  to  pass  much  righteousness 

Doctrine  and  Covenants  58  :  26-27 
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THE 

SONG 

OF 

AFRICA 


Tomorrow  you  may  feel  a  little  lost,  a  little   strange, 

And  look  around  for  your  companion's  form, 
But  soon  familiar  scenes  will  rise  before  your  eyes. 

And  you'll  be    welcomed   home   with   greetings  warm; 

For   the  Lord's  great   work  is  the  highest  task  of  all, 

And  blessings  lie  in  store  for  those  who  have  obeyed  His  call. 
This  wild,  rich-coloured  Africa  will  soon  lie  far  behind  you, 

Monotonous  drum  rhythms,  and  the  sun. 
Which   sapped  your  strength   and  left  you   with  a  tan   that  will 
remind  you 

Of  a  land  with  skies  ablaze  till  day  is  done; 

But  the  Lord's  great  work  held  your  loyalty  in  all. 

And  blessings  are  awaiting  those  who  did  obey  the  call. 
The  memories  you  take  with  you  are  joyful,  deep  and  tender 

As  a  shepherd  who  has  found  some  frightened  sheep, 
And  as  yourself,   complete,  you   were   willing  to  surrender 

To  the  Master,  sweet  and  peaceful  is  your  sleep. 

For  the  Lord's  great  work   is  the  highest  task  of  all, 

And  blessings  were  in  store  for  those  who  would  obey  the  call. 
There  is  a  touch  of  sadness,  and  eyes  not  wholly  dry 

When  you  part  with  those  you  may  not  see  again 
Upon  this  earth,  although  we  know  it's  not  the  last  goodbye 

If   we  strive  celestial  glory   to  obtain; 

For  the  presence  of  our  Father  is  the  highest  aim  of  all, 

And  this  blessing  lies  in  store  for  those  who  do  obey  His  call. 
Majestic  with  the  thundering  of  untamed  waterfalls, 

This  land  will  always  hold  you  in  its  spell. 
And  you'll  always  see  the  lonely  sun-soaked  stretches  in  the  eyes 

Of  a  lion  pacing  restless  in  his  cell. 

And  when  you  take  the  time  to  handle  treasured  souvenirs 

You'll  hear  the  song  of  Africa  across  the  lengthening  years. 

Sister  Jean  Wood 
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